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INSIDE
Worship Schedule
October Birthdays
Announcements
Zoom Bible Study
Second Sat. Drum Circle
Elders of the Week
… and much more!

***

Sunday
10:00 am
Online Worship

Every Other
Sunday
Children’s Time
***

Tuesday
7:30 pm
Zoom Bible Study

Thursday
9:30 am
Online Morning Prayer
***

Church Office
8:30 am -3:30 pm M-F
(757) 595-1313
office@hiltonpres.org

Who thought after six months we’d still be
sheltering in place? This virus is like a pall laid
across almost everything we do. We thought our
getting through it would be a sprint, but it’s more
like a marathon. I’m guessing it will be another six
months, but what do I know? To be safe, and
because we care, we’ll keep masking up and
distancing and washing our hands and being careful. There’ll be yet
more things we miss a lot. But a vaccine will be found. It will be
distributed and we’ll see the other side of this pandemic. For now,
we’re in a bit of wilderness. In fact, it’s pretty tough, so here are a few
words that may help.
First, as God is good, as God is ever in our lives, as God is ever
faithful, understand we’re going to be okay. God will see us through.
Second, keep envisioning that coming day when the virus is gone and
we’re free to hug and sing again. See that horizon and know it’s near.
Let it be your hope. Let it be an encouraging focus for you and your
loved ones. Pray for that day. Third, give thanks for all we receive now
from God each and every day. God sees to all our needs. Remember
how when Israel was in the wilderness, God gave them water and
manna. It was always enough. So God cares for us. God’s love is sure.
Lastly, consider all the new things we have been learning in this time,
all the new cares we have found, every surprising gift. Believe it or not,
there are blessings to these wilderness days that will last. We’ll be
wise to carry them through. What are the new blessings and cares and
gifts you have found?
We talk about the day when things are back to “normal,” and for sure,
that’s our longing, but, of course, there will be some things that won’t
come back just as they were, and that’s not a bad thing. God keeps
shaping us into the new vessel God will have us be. Only trust. God
has it all mapped out, that new day for us all. Lord, bless us in Christ,
your Son. We praise your name today and
forevermore.

Join us for Online Worship!
Sundays, 10:00 am

Thursdays, 9:30 am

Sunday Worship*

Morning Prayer*

*Both services above will be available at Facebook Live and on our website.
People with Facebook:
Join us by going to facebook.com/hiltonpres at the times above!

People without Facebook:
Join us by going to www.hiltonpres.org/live at the times above!
This video will be on a slight delay from the live broadcast, so please be patient.
If you don't hear any sound, make sure that the sound is on for your computer and on the
lower right corner of the video. Try a different Internet browser if you are having difficulty.
(Previous Sunday services are also archived here!)

Fall Sermon Series!
Pastor Clark’s sermon series, Old Testament Adventures, continues this week
with the story of Deborah from Judges 4 & 5. Next week is Samson & Delilah.
See This Week at HPC for more information!

Zoom Bible Study Link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/75601028442?pwd=Z1NDSWNmUXYxVFlYV1JYTXVOdGhGQT09

We are excited for this opportunity to dig deeper into our study of the
Gospel of Mark. Watch your email for a reminder on Tuesday morning!

Faith Together at Home
Keep an eye out for these weekly at-home devotions and activities.
They will be posted to our Facebook page and in our Friday emails. Each
activity page includes a ritual, reading and talking about a Bible story or
verse, an activity, a service idea, and a prayer.
Click HERE for this Sunday’s edition!
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Elders
of the Week
4.
6.
9.
10.
13.
14.
17.
19.
25.
26.
27.
30.

9/20

Shelby Dodd
Jane Day
Matt Burgener
Sara Bowman, Jason Knight
Jack Chenoweth
Clara Banks, Randy Herrmann,
Norma Morgan
Charlotte & Suzy Baker
Judi Riutort
Kim Hines
Martin Brown,
Elizabeth Jackson
Howard Williams
Al Pearce

Dawn Ramirez

9/27

Barbara Savage

10/4

Lisa McKean

10/11

Paul Clear

10/18

Anna Chenoweth

*In order to help those purchasing cards for birthdays, we will now publish birthdays for the upcoming month!

Solomon's Porch book study will resume this Sunday, September 20, at 6:00 p.m., on
Zoom. We are reading A Gathering of Larks, Letters to Saint Francis from a Modern-Day
Pilgrim, by Abigail Carroll. All are welcome! Please contact Doris Slagle, at
scoutfox@aol.com, or 757-595-9136, if you would like a book ordered and a Zoom link.
Do you have an EMAIL ADDRESS? Please share it with Patti in the Church Office
(595-1313, office@hiltonpres.org). We are relying on email and electronic forms of
communication more than ever, and we want to stay in touch!
We want to encourage everyone to keep up with your PLEDGES. You can tithe online
at hiltonpres.org/giving or mail them to 34 Main Street, Newport News, VA 23601. We
offer God our grateful thanks through all our gifts we have to share.
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Thank you to everyone for keeping me in your prayers since my hip surgery in July.
After 6 weeks of being non-weight bearing, I am finally able to walk with a cane.
Lots of physical therapy to come, but I’m doing very well. So nice to be able to drive
again. Hilton has found ways to be loving and caring, even at a distance. Thank you all.
~ Chip Shefelton
Thank you all for the cards, calls, good wishes and prayers. I have no doubt they all
contributed to my speedy recovery!! HPC is such a loving church family!
I miss seeing everyone - Hopefully we’ll be back together soon!
Take care and be safe!
~ Debbie Barber
Thank you - those words seem inadequate but are the most straight forward - thank you
to the staff - Clark, Patti, Megan-Drew, Lois, Doris, and Lucille for finding new ways for
keeping the office going and figuring out electronic communication, for being able to
laugh at our mistakes and look for better ways; thank you to all those who participate in
worship each week. I look forward to seeing different faces leading us in prayer,
scripture and music. I especially love the children who have read, provided music and
been part of family readings. I LOVE seeing your faces.
Worship Committee - you have really stepped up to the plate and found new ways to be
creative and innovative. Thank you to the Congregational Care committee for finding
new ways to keep us connected in what feels like an un-connected world. Letters, calls,
drive by visits - all the ways we see and hear the love from the congregation make us feel
loved and connected. And the Property Committee - while we may not be in the building
much, it still has the usual needs and issues. And now it has to be ready for preschool…
All the other committees and teams who continue to find innovative ways for us to
BE THE CHURCH.
I was ordained at Hilton 32 years ago (Oct 3rd). You have blessed me, the church
members, the community, the staff and the world as we seek to be Christ’s disciples;
to be God’s hands, God’s feet, God’s eyes in the world. May we continue to listen for
God’s voice and find ways to respond to the needs of God’s beloved world.
~ Barbara Shefelton
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As with most things, the walk this year will be virtual. But I will be walking at least a couple
of miles most nights. I will lift up in prayer as I walk - those with a dementia, those caring
for and loving someone with memory issues, those who fear an unknown future, those
who want both COVID to end, and Alzheimer’s. Oh for a world where there are no
diseases that separate us from one another.
If you would like to walk with me or donate please go to:
http://act.alz.org/goto/MandMswalkBarb
~ Barbara Shefelton
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Barbara Blowe continues to deal with significant leg and back pain.
Izzy Drewer was diagnosed with a-fib. She had cardioversion performed on September 8th
that went well, but the a-fib returned and she was back in the hospital briefly.
Claire Hubbard's daughter Kim and her son Matthew Griffin are in mourning, as Kim's exhusband passed away recently. Matthew is 14 and would go between their homes.

Dave Kluttz's mom, Sarah, whose health is declining.
Joanne Walsh, a friend of Lois Reese, who has a recurrence of an aggressive brain tumor.
Dawn Ramirez's in-laws, who have moved in with them, and her mother-in-law, who is in
the hospital with what may be a stroke.
Mary Barber, George Barber's mother, is doing better, but is struggling with depression.
The family has found a wonderful caregiver, and is hoping medication will help soon.
Larry Knight passed away on September 11th. A graveside service was held on the 16th.
Prayers for his sisters Diana & Karen, stepchildren Megan, Shawn, & Eric, and son Jason.
Lisa McKean's right arm is now in a cast. She had a follow-up appointment on the 14th.
Claire Hubbard is recovering from shingles and is battling a stubborn infection and lack of
appetite.

Barbara Savage continues to be monitored for cardiac issues but is doing much better.
Nancy Milton's nephew Darrell is undergoing chemotherapy for colon cancer.
The Leser family - Casey (Leser) and Beau Clay moved to Washington, D.C. last week and
are preparing to welcome a baby in December.
Johnnie Chai continues to heal from a compression fracture of the spine.
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Food for THRIVE
As you can imagine, the daily request for food has skyrocketed since March. Therefore,
we are joining forces with other Hilton Churches for a food drive.
Food items can be dropped off in St. Nicholas Chapel at St. Andrew's Episcopal Church
during the month of September. The door is on the Main Street side of the church (the
last door on the left as you look at the building). This door is always open.
These are the only items being accepted:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

small jars of peanut butter
small plastic jars of jelly
small pop-top cans of pasta, such as Ravioli
cans of soup, black-eyed peas, and mixed vegetables
regular size boxes of cereal (not the “giant” sizes)
pouches of instant potatoes
boxes with individual packets of oatmeal
boxes of crackers, such as Ritz that have individually wrapped rolls
“bowl” food items, such as Mac & Cheese, meat products, etc., that only need water to
be added to them

Please do not use this time to “clean out” your pantry shelves with items not on the
list. The items requested are specific because THRIVE is feeding homeless
people being housed in motels, therefore a microwave is their only source for
cooking.
If you prefer to make a monetary donation rather than bringing in items, this will also be
gratefully appreciated by THRIVE. You can make your check payable to St. Andrew’s
Episcopal with “THRIVE September” in the memo section. You can mail checks to HPC or
drop them off at church anytime during the month.

THANK YOU!
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Hilton Presbyterian Church
34 Main Street
Newport News, VA 23601

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

The Messenger Staff
Editor: Patti Grayson
Copy Editor: Nelson Farley

https://www.facebook.com/HiltonPres
https://twitter.com/HiltonPres

phone: (757) 595-1313

·

fax: (757) 223-5011

·

email: Office@HiltonPres.org

website: www.HiltonPres.org

The Messenger is published the third week of each month unless noted. The deadline for next month’s issue of
theMessenger is October 12th. To submit news, leave items in the office mailbox marked Office Manager, call Patti in the
office at (757) 595-1313 or email her at Office@HiltonPres.org. You can receive The Messenger by mail or email.

